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Species-specific CO[ primers for rapid identification of Tuta absoluta
( Meyrick) , a significant, potential alien species

Gui-fen ZHANG'?, Wan-xue LIU"*, Jian-yang GUO'*, Yi-bo ZHANG', Fang-hao WAN'*"
'State Key Laboratory for Biology of Plant Diseases and Insect Pests, Institute of Plant Protection, Chinese Academy of Agricultural
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Abstract: [ Background ] The tomato leafminer Tuta absoluta ( Meyrick) , native to South America, is one of the most devastating
and invasive pest species worldwide. Morphological identification of T. absoluta is limited by small size, the high degree of similarity
and polymorphism. [ Method]In this study, a method was described for the development of DNA marker for identification of T. abso-
luta. One pair of species-specific PCR primers (SS-CO[ ) based on a fragment of known mitochondrial DNA cytochrome oxidase I
(mtDNA COI ) sequence was designed for T. absoluta. The specificity of the primer pair was validated using six other leafminer
species , including Liriomyza sativae Blanchard, L. huidobrensis ( Blanchard) , L. trifolli (Brugess) , L. chinensis (Kato) , Phytomyza
horticola Goureau and Lyonetia clerkella L. , all of them commonly occurring in China. [ Result] All T. absoluta specimens were
detected, and no cross reactions with other leafminer species were observed. The method was tested on single egg and adult debris
(including antenna, head, thorax, abdomen, wing, leg) of T. absoluta, and proved to be applicable. Even at the concentration of
312.5 pg - pL.™' DNA, the target fragment could be detected in all replicates. [ Conclusion and significance] The technique devel-
oped here should be useful in quarantine at ports of entry and in guarantee the safety of agricultural production and ecological envi-
ronment in China.
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RIANIEN) & 7SN B A= I02% = TR VA= S o Bk A B
KT AR e A A6 3, 2 Y b 35 ot 1 580 R 3 e 22—
( Cifuentes et al. ,2011; EPPO,2005) . 2004 4Rk
A rP R R SR S O AT RSV
AW R, A PR 5 2 1R 1Y H B8 %, 2006 4
JEAEPGPEF AR BB R W R ) Sy i — )l & b R B T
Fehn vk gk 1Y) 163 ( Desneux et al. ,2010) ; 2 J5 , 1R
PRABTERE VR BF S JE T o5 2255 20 2 E KK,
I SR A I 35 S 2 BB v 2R b B H:
&3 AR A A e A2 T AT, BORR T A
FI LA B P\ (1 K B ( Cifuentes et al. ,2011; CIP,
1996 ; Desneux et al.,2010; EPPO,2005; Roditakis
et al.,2010) o T v i 7 KR 4% [ 1) DR A% 1
S, B T R S R H A v R RO 45 [ 1Y
HHIE . R, 58 Al E 20 A ) ek A6 90 ) 1
X R AT P T M TR 0 T R 2 R 1) B T A Y 4
VERRIT , F"™ A8 JE DX [ 52 3 101 9 il Bt SR 55 A K
AN o R A N e D I N G D
Bent BRI R AR, LU™ B A 5 e 4 1%
A (USDA-APHIS,2012) ,
T i v e AR ) 26 il 2 A AR,
EAT A AN SR R AR 2 A
Yy, e ZE R EE APURI | 2 R A A R R S R
W, L Z R & e % SR SR AR R AR RHE
Y s A HEFR , 2 5 T - g T o SRR KT 2R
ASRHYEL, DL AR AL J& A 22 R 25w 7Y
R A o 30 Vs - i P 7 ¥ 2R ) Y R A A K
HEAT R, 68 b R R4 2 i 14 Rl ™ 52 5 (Balzan
& Moonen, 2012; Desneux et al., 2010; EPPO,
2005) o Hn B P A e g, 3 5k 98 Tl ik 80% ~
90% ,H: 28 AT ; 7 i 7l 78 52 19 22 55 i 2k 38 50%
~100% o T i v g S /N B g e B i, g H 2 R
FFONy =Tt T BOE T, DA 2R R R AR A 2R
S b AR R A ZERECR SN R
H B T E A A, e et R
PR IE N AL 1 ( Desneux et al. ,2010; EPPO,2005;
ToSevski et al.,2011; USDA-APHIS, 2012), 7£F§
Ak, BR B v i g LA S, B e s R R A
BOE 2L 9 1 (Leite et al., 2004; Miranda et al.,
2005) .
Yy Fh 4 55 P PCR ( species-specific PCR, SS-
PCR) Kl £ A BLAT 1% 41 B — (0 Re i (IR R 25 5%

2012) ; £k kifA DNA ( mitochondrial DNA, mtDNA)
2P DL AESFRERE L T 2 5 OO RME T (Lin
& Danforth,2004) . K, 3T mtDNA 4iffi 62 C
FALEE W A T F I (cytochrome ¢ oxidase subunit
[, COI) 1y SS-COT i ARALE AR 3 dUAe: i s Iy v
C W 15 2 W ] (5K A 25 4%, 20125 Zhang et al. ,
2011) , AHFGE R SS-COT 45 A 5758, A IMIBH
A AR WIFE 3 i v o g DR SR I A 5 W] DA
F 5 WAL N BEVE M Liriomyza sativae Blanchard |
P LD L. huidobrenisis ( Blanchard ) | = M5 3
g L. trifolii ( Burgess ) . 29 B W W8 L. chinensis
(Kato) % &7 Phytomyza horticola Goureau ,#Jk
Ik Lyonetia clerkella L. % 6 Fpigsit287E iy %
HRFEAT MRy S AL, LI AR RS 1Y B3k i e DNA
KR A HUER AR DNA S B 2R 47 R A4S 5,
LIy 7 i Tk P A 1 PR ARG T 5 A e TR ) i AR
IR S QTR TR A W AN A E R SR RSN
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1 #Rl5a=%
11 kiR

A i TR g phy P R A0 B B R WE ST B
(IRTA) W§3% , % N 1) F R, aF AR O 3 il 5 56
BT i 1) % 1 b [ RO B2 e A ) DR 7 E 5 B
IR S, B EAEY NS T r R B R =
BRI 5 5T B R S AR 7 b, aF EAEY) R TSR
= RSV B E A R A R A R B 2 B B o
ARG %, 75 FAEY) R 00 90 Vs R
H b ELE B 2= Be B N AE B, A EAEY O —H 22
4 DT R T R 1 b RO R A B TR 7 R
Wb, AF AR 7350 R KA IR
1.2 DNA 2

T2 i DNA (1 $2 it 2 ] Tosevski et all.
(2011) FrskH: 75 4% (2012) 1975 ¥k, JF F§ I el itk
473 90| BBCER Sk 7 A1 s P 56 DI R 0 A e S TR
I FEIE VI | 20 B | 9 T A TR P o S
TR B A 1.5 mL B T I AR
J5 VA RS AT 42 52 0 WIS , 9K L) 220 ol 2% vh il
(50 mmol - L' Tris-HCl,1 mmol - L™" EDTA 1%
SDS 20 mmol + L™" NaCl, pH 8.0) /32 YIS UERTEE
FEAHRAIE MAS L 1A K (20 mg - mL™"), T
60 CoKi 1 h(HhikiEA) 1 U0 985, WK 8 min,
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H22 4%

JIA 220 L @45/ S (v v =242 1) 3, 38 5%
RAIE WG, VK B CE 30 ming4 °C 12000 ¢+ min ™'
B0 20 min, BUFVERZ 400 WL BEA 5 — B0,
A 800 wL F¥e () Je/K I, i s) o /b i 22
RUTIESS T =20 °Cil ' 30 min;4 °C 12000 r -
B0 20 min, /N0 FEE FIEWR A 500 wL Fie
1) 75% 2, WPk %, 4 °C 12000 r - min~' B (>
15 min, /NG 525 FIE W S8 5 B B0 48 40 T3
AL, AR T4 30 min 5B MA 100 wL
4k, TR T - 30 CIRAF# .
1.3 FEFnEHE% SS-COI 3| ¥ayigit

M A H R B EAY 7 5 T I 3k mtDNA
COI % J¥ 9] ( GenBank % 5% 5y JN417242. 1;
Tosevski et al. ,2011) , iz A4 Primer Premier 5 %
ATk 55 5% Y BV R | R S B e | — I B
e BT | g BV I SR Y COT A
AT EE X 43 8 ( Scheffer et al. ,2006; Wang et al.
2011) o RO S s 22 1 I B, IFAR 6122 IX B
IR IS 7 20 B2 E 1 X 3 i v o sk kR S S
TAZJCE1/TAZJCFL, L {iF 51 %) i 3 5 51 H
AGAATCGTAGAAAATGGAGCAGGTA, T % 5| 9 il
FFHH CTGGCAATGATAAAAGAAGGAG( |4
TAY TREARRS A RARWEE ), 5199
4 BeR/INA 256 bp,
1.4 SS-COI 3| ¥ ST

3 AR Sk 5 Y E0E V5 g | T S BXE VS e | — it R
BT 28 BV e | 0 1 I DL R Bk vk I Bk DNA
SRR, 7 50 T Ik Ay B X R ARG R v i
SR B 1658 |4) TAZICEL/ TAZICF (RS M, R
WA Z K 25 pl, 414 10 x PCR buffer 2.5 wL dNTP
(10 mmol - L™") 0.5 uL.Taqg BEHE(5 U - pL.7")
0.25 pL(EE NEB A d]) . LiFg| %M T g5 4
(10 pmol + L™") 4% 0.5 wL Bifix DNA 2.0 pL #H4k
7K 18.75 pL, ¥R .94 CHIAZE 5 min;30 4>
PEFF .94 °C 30 s.58 C 30 .72 C 50 s; fz)5 72 C
FEAH 5 min, P48 B 7E ABI-9700 PCR 3L A 4 14
X 1217, BL5 pl PCR 4 3 =) #£1.0% (i)
B BE (amresco ) BE B LA 90 V H3 Yk ( Bio-Rad
PowerPac Basic) 4385 45 min, %X )5 L GelDoc Univer-

.-l
min

sal Hood TI AU%ENE 1% % 4t ( Bio-Rad Laboratories )
SIHTHLUKEE R . RS RREE ST AI 10 Sk,
1.5 SS-COI 3| ¥yt P K B SR B9 4 15 R R L
B {R H B ERNE

53 ) LA LD 7 5t v 1 e g O DA R o R B A
[ AL EAR Al A | S 38 3 (172 Bt ) IR &R (1/5
M) HTE S AT R L 2 ] ) DNA AE R
AR, X AR e Bey B RCR A TR 5, BP B3R R AR A
SRS 8 R (BN B 8 Sk (BLHERAR) o HeAh, B
S A BB DNA W59 2 L (80 ng » pl™")
DA 2 A5 I R BR R 4.88 pg - L RIS LR
[F19 JB5 114 DNA S #$idiz (B 80 x 10° 40 x 10° .20 x 107
10 x10* 5.0 x 10* 2.5 x 10° .1.25 x 10° 625.0.312.5,
156.25.78.125 39.06,19.53 9.76 F14.88 pg - wL™',#H
T 1/50, 1/100, 1/200, 1/400 . 1/800 ., 1/1600 .
1/3200, 1/6400. 1/12800, 1,/25600, 1/51200 .
1/102400 .1/204800 ,1/409600 . 1/819200 3k M 14 %,
Ha) 0 e IR S R, 5 10 3k,
2 #EREHH
2.1 FEFEIE SS-COI 3| Fhi: Rt

DA om0k P e B HC At v 26 R L ) DNA A58
M, LT BT i 4 S 4 51 ) TAZJCEL/TAZJCF1
1T PCR Y 1S, R 45 2R WoR, %519 563 i v
i B G RE 7 6 L AR S v 2R R B
A HERCR R VZS ) T n v i e i o = v |
e ),
2.2 SS-COI 5|43t BP R Bt H B A O 4 15 30 R

DA nii Vs o 0 1 B K B L AR DNA Sh B A
DI 5B 9 TAZICEL/TAZICF1 347 PCR § 48,
LKA 45 SR S 7, TC Ve A Bokr B | A A A B i
£ SR ER R AR A s A A R B Y, 1
REY 1S s M AR 250 (BT 2) o
2.3 SS-COI 3| ¥t &7 & H A H H1E

VR B ST P ol LY DNA RS AR R4 328 Ul s 3
W% 312.5 pg - pL™" (FHH4F 1712800 3k ) i, fF
AR REY 1S R S A R0 AR e B s XM Bk
156.25 pg + wL "B}, 1A 50% B4R AT P 5 H i
Wi i 25 (1 3)
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E 1 SS-COI 5|4 TAZJCEl/TAZJCF1 34 &7 & i K HA Bt X E R IBE R
Fig. 1 Amplification pattern of mitochondrial DNA of Tuta absoluta and its related leafminer species using SS-COI primers TAZJCE1/TAZJCF1
M:DNA J3-ribpifi; 1 B i ;2 . SEPNBEIE UG ;3 : RIS DRV EM ;4 - =P P DEVENMIL ;S 20500 6 - 0 LV 7  BRVE % 58 - PR R (BB A7) o
M. DNA ladder marker; Lines 1: T. absoluta; 2 : Lirtomyza sativae; 3 : L. huidobrensis; 4 L. trifolli; 5 L. chinensis;

6. Phytomyza horticola; 7: Lyonetia clerkella; 8. Negative control, using ultra pure water as the template.

M 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
bp

2000
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B2 SS-COI 3|%) TAZJCE1/TAZJCF1 43 7k & M4 B9 R A RS AR RO 3 1 5 R
Fig.2  Amplification pattern of mitochondrial DNA from egg and adult debris of Tuta absoluta using SS-COI primers TAZJCE1/TAZJCF1
M:DNA 43 it brife s 1: 0152 Al A 53« Skl 4 - MR 5 2 IR 6. B ;7 S5 58 . B2 59 - P 5 10 S5 A2 s 11 MRS R (BECAK) o
M. DNA ladder marker; Lines 1: Egg; 2: Antenna; 3 Head; 4 Thorax; 5: Abdomen; 6 Forewing; 7: Hindwing;

8. Foreleg; 9: Midleg; 10: Hindleg; 11: Negative control, using ultra pure water as the template.

bM12345678910111213141516
P
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B 3 SS-COI 5|4 TAZJCE1/TAZJCF1 33 FE B HBHNREKLHE
Fig.3 The detection efficiency for Tuta absoluta diluted female adult mitochondrial DNA using SS-CO] primers TAZJCE1/TAZJCF1
M:DNA 2 F b ;1 ~15:80 x 103 40 x 10* 20 x 10 .10 x10® 5.0 x 10* 2.5 x 10 |1.25 x 10 ,625.0 312.5 .156.25 .78.125 .
39.06.,19.53.9.76 F14.88 pg - pL~' A4 F 1/50.1/100,1/200,1/400.1/800 .1/1600,1/3200,1/6400 .1/12800
1/25600 ,1/51200 ,1/102400 ,1,/204800 .1,/409600 .1/819200 3k MEPE A M 516 ;7K ( B HERT R )
M: DNA ladder marker; Lines 1 ~ 15 Dilutions of 80 x 10°, 40 x 10%, 20 x10*, 10 x10*, 5.0 x 10*, 2.5 x 10>, 1.25 x10*, 625.0, 312.5,
156.25, 78.125, 39.06, 19.53, 9.76, 4.88 pg + wL. ™', equal to 1/50, 1/100, 1/200, 1/400, 1/800, 1/1600, 1,/3200, 1/6400, 1/12800,
1/25600, 1/51200, 1,/102400, 1/204800, 1/409600 and 1/819200 of a whole female adult of T. absoluta, respectively;

16 Negative control, using ultra pure water as the template.
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3 g

T I W A S B L, DA AR RHE )
AR TOZF R ERE R A R AR AL Bk
I S R R AR SR A UL B AR ) 11
PR TR B A R A LR B 5 48 B0k A
W S B R R, B AN S B
AT 2, 23 38 ™ H 0™ £E 2 48 i ( Desneux et
al. ,2010; EPPO,2005; Tosevski et al.,2011; US-
DA-APHIS,2012) , v il LA B =G50 B 7 2
FAHY A LA 4l 4 e, AR A 3 v 0 i B 2 i
SRS A ) SO0 F AR ) o I B R A R R
FR N H A A v i A Y ARE L Bz
TEVFZ B 5 G 3™ 5, Hid Az X8 Fl) 2 ( Desneux
et al. ,2010; Povolny, 1975) , it — (&£ #E B e F
o DAL, PR | T 68 T 3 i i g A Ak B
1EHAR A TR [ OR ROl Az 7 22 2 AR B 42 i 0
FEHTAR , T LAY HO B 2852 M 0 R JO ki A2 PR
W TE AT R BH AR BE AR 5 5K . AT ST R AT Y SS-
COI 2 FHmic He AR R, SR, v] LA DX 23 2 it vk - ik
A DL A R 2R L A R R R
e, AT S T 2 Aot v P 56 1 BRORE DI 30 RIS
PR fid A ST M S LA R 5 1 3 A A oAk
250 e ) R A5 G R AR AR 5 20 LSRR R 1 ok
DNA SRt 4T PCR 4" 3 I, JH: g ARG ) 15 181 A
312.5 pg + pL ™' KIS T 1712800 Sk sk, X
HUER TG B &2 GenBank HLXf 45 5% 7, 1% A B
5500 vk o i 1 [ PR M 100% ( Bettaibi et al.
2012 ToSevski et al. ,2011) , 7 5 H Ath B A1 4% [R] U5
P T 92% (http: // blast. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov/
Blast. cgi) o X3 B2 AR W F T H R A i
I s 53 S o 9 P I 0 ) A 0
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